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CHILDREN’S
GOVERNMENT

Country: Brazil
Target Age: 4-11 Years
Learning Areas: Civic Engagement | Collaboration | Creativity |

Empathy | Leadership | Self Awareness
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THE CONTEXT

The Odé Kayodé Pluricultural School is located in the city of Goias, Brazil, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site celebrated for its rich Indigenous and African heritage, which was shaped by a colonial
past and the legacy of gold exploration. This historic city, with its blend of cultural influences, deeply
resonates with the school’'s philosophy. Odé Kayodé School operates within the Vila Esperanca
Cultural Space (Hope Village Cultural Space), a grassroots initiative dedicated to promoting
education and culture. The school’s name, derived from the Yoruba tradition, translates to "Hunter of
Joy," reflecting its mission to cultivate knowledge through joy and meaningful learning experiences

Serving approximately 50 students, from early childhood to primary education (ages 4 to 1), the
school faces systemic inequalities and financial hardships. However, it continues to thrive thanks to
the unwavering support of the local community and generous donations. Despite these challenges,
0Odé Kayodé stands as a beacon of resilience and educational innovation. The land it occupies itself
tells a story of transformation. Once a neglected dumping ground near the Red River, it was
revitalized through collective efforts into a flourishing educational space, enriched with gardens and
cultural areas. This spirit of renewal is also reflected in the school's pedagogical approach, which
emphasizes participatory learning and active civic engagement.

A cornerstone of this vision is the Children’s Government, an innovative initiative that empowers
students to practice democracy, develop leadership skills, and advocate for community-driven
policies. By fostering a sense of agency and social responsibility, Odé Kayodé School prepares its
students not just to learn about the world—but to help shape it.

A vibrant start to the day at Odé Kayodé Pluricultural School, as students come together for the Good
Morning Circle surrounded by nature and colorful spaces.
Photographer: Unknown (School archive)
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Bento, an alumnus of Odé Kayodé Pluricultural School and
former Children’'s Govemment president, joins teacher
Elivan in representing Goias state at the 12th National
Conference on Children’s and Adolescents’ Rights in
Brasilia. Photographer: Unknown School archive)
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Odé Kayodé Pluricultural School students and Vila
Esperanga Cultural Space teens at the 11th Regional
Conference on Chidren and Adolescents’ Rights.
Photographer. Unknown (School archive)

THE CHALLENGE

HOW MIGHT WE
ENSURE THAT CHILDREN’S
VOICES ARE TRULY HEARD?

The design journey centered on amplifying
children's leadership through the Children’s
Government. During the Regional, State, and
National Conferences on the Child and
Adolescent Statute (ECA), students from the
Odé Kayodé School participated as elected
delegates, representing their peers. They
observed that while adults dominated
discussions, children had few opportunities to
speak—and when they did, their voices were
often disregarded. This reflects a broader
reality. while adolescents have gained more
spaces to express their perspectives, younger
children still struggle to be heard. These
insights underscore the urgent need for
structured practices that truly empower
children to participate meaningfully in decision-
making

“Children don’t need to be given a
voice—they already have one.
What’s necessary is to truly listen.”

Maya, High School (former student of Odé
Kayodé Pluricultural School)
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THE SOLUTION

CHILDREN’S GOVERNMENT

The Children’s Government is an innovative pedagogical practice that empowers children
aged 4 to 11 to engage in democratic decision-making. This structured school government
enables students to elect representatives, debate issues, and propose policies that impact
their school and community. The process begins with classroom discussions on leadership
and democracy, followed by debates, elections, and the formation of ministries and
assemblies. Their initiatives are documented through school newspapers and radio
broadcasts, amplifying their voices and ensuring their contributions are recognized.

The solution places a strong emphasis on developing leadership as its core competency
while also nurturing empathy, creativity, collaboration, and self-awareness. Through hands-on
experiences in assemblies, legislative simulations, and media projects, children learn the
fundamentals of democracy by actively practicing it. These opportunities allow students to
lead initiatives, make decisions, and inspire their peers, strengthening their civic engagement
and critical thinking skills.

A key challenge was ensuring children's voices were genuinely heard, as adults often
dominated discussions. The school overcame this by systematically documenting student-led
initiatives, amplifying their influence beyond the classroom, and even contributing to
municipal policy changes.

Every vote counts! Proud student casting a ballot in the Students display their handmade signs in preparation for
school elections. the Children's Assembly: 'United children must be heard,'
Photographer: Unknown (School archive) 'Children's Assembly,' 'Village children are happy

children,’ and 'We want respect, love, and joy.'
Photographer: Unknown (School archive)
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The graphics below show the selected domains that Schools2030 Brazil have prioritised for each age
group, in line with national curricula. Highlighted are the domains that this specific solution addresses.
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The Children’s Government places a strong
emphasis on leadership development while
nurturing empathy, creativity, collaboration, and
self-awareness in an integrated approach.
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Students receive the Ayé Dum Medal at the Goias City Hall,
celebrating their leadership and commitment to their
community.

Photographer: Unknown (School archive)
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Adriana Reboucas (Odé Kayodé School), Thais Mesquita
(S2030 Brazil Executive Coordinator), and Dzoodzo
Cardoso (Baniwa Eeno Hiepole School) at the 2022

Schools2030 Global Forum in
Photographer: Unknown

Tanzania.
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THE IMPACT

KIDS SPEAK, THE
WORLD LISTENS

This initiative has empowered every child at
the school to actively shape both their school
and their community. Since 2023, the
Children’s Government has been central to the
school's action research, focusing on how
democratic  participation  helps  develop
leadership.

One of the initiative’s most significant
achievements was their involvement in the
creation of a public policy that acknowledges
youth leadership—the Ayé Dum Medal. This
award honors children and adolescents who
exhibit exemplary leadership and a deep
commitment to their communities and the
environment.

“The project is important because it
creates an educational space for
citizenship in children's daily lives.
They understand a system of
democratic  relations, practice
speaking, expressing opinions,
making decisions, and engage in
more active listening.”

Adriana Reboucas, Teacher
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Meet the Teachers

About me

My name is Robson Max, and | am the President and
School Principal of Odé Kayodé Pluricultural School, a
role | have held since its founding in 1991, totaling 24
years of dedication to the institution. What | value
most in my work is witnessing the daily affirmation of
pedagogical and educational practices grounded in
Indigenous and Afro-Ancestral cultures.

Robson Max

President and School Principal

My ambition for the future of education—both within
our school and more broadly—is to systematize a
counter-colonial  curriculum  that draws from
Indigenous cultural knowledge and practices. | aim to
make a tangible contribution to education at both the
local and national levels.

One of the greatest challenges ahead is deepening
the engagement of families and the community of
Hope Village Cultural Space. | strive to ensure that
Odé Kayodé Pluricultural School becomes not only a
community school in spirit but also in practice and

policy.
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Meet the Teachers

About me

My name is Adriana Ferreira Reboucas Campelo. | am
the reference educator for the 2nd and 3rd-grade
classes (Red Macaw Group) at 0Odé Kayodé
Pluricultural School and also contribute to the school's
coordination, supporting both its management and the
Hope Village Cultural Space. | have been an educator
at Odé Kayodé for 21 years, and for the past five
years, | have been actively involved in its coordination.

Adriana Reboucas

Educator and School Coordinator

What inspires me most about my work is the
opportunity to be part of an institution with a counter-
hegemonic approach, rooted in anti-racist education
and guided by African and Indigenous knowledge
systems. Odé Kayodé is founded on collectivity,
ancestry, and children's protagonism, values that
shape and strengthen our educational practice. Being
able to co-create and experience a learning space
that challenges traditional models, fosters anti-racist
education, and values historically silenced knowledge
is profoundly meaningful to me.

My greatest ambition is for Odé Kayodé to achieve
financial sustainability, ensuring its growth and
consolidation as a reference in liberating education
and teacher training. | dream of this project inspiring
similar initiatives worldwide, expanding access to an
education that respects and values cultural diversity
and ancestral wisdom.
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Meet the Teachers

About me

My name is Haroldo Nélio Peres Campelo Filho, and |
hold a master's degree from the Graduate Program in
History at the Federal University of Goids (UFG). | am
an educator at the Hope Village Cultural Space, where
| coordinate the Village Radio, an educational
communication project.

Haroldo Campelo

Educator and Village Radio

Coordinator .
Since 2006, when the project was first launched at

Hope Village Cultural Space in the city of Goias, | have
been the lead educator responsible for the Village
Radio. What | appreciate most about my work is the
opportunity to create a democratic space for
children's creativity, allowing them to express their
opinions and develop an active and changemaking
voice. Witnessing the empowerment and identity
formation of children through radio productions is
incredibly rewarding.

| aspire to see education—within our school, locally,
and nationally—increasingly embrace children’s
participation in creative and critical processes,
fostering respect for gender, ethnicity, religion, and
sexual orientation diversity. | hope that projects like
the Village Radio can serve as a model for other
initiatives aimed at children’s empowerment and the
development of active citizenship from an early age.
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Meet the Teachers

About me

team.

Emicléia Pinheiro

Educator and School
Coordinator

Since my steps brought

guided by the wind that whispers stories,
the Village fertile ground,

| found in
where roots intertwine in learning.

What do | love most about my work?

It is this living weave of dreams and
knowledge,

where each voice, each look, each gesture
weaves the colorful fabric of learning and
teaching.

At Odé Kayodé, diversity is a seed,
sprouting branches that embrace the world,
because here, the schoolis a bridge,

a river that flows without losing its source.

Our commitment is to build with affection,

a space where the human spirit does not fade,
where education does not silence essence,
but celebrates it, whole, in every journey.

me to Goias,
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I’m Emicléia Alves Pinheiro, and I've been a teacher at
Odé Kayodé Pluricultural School/Hope Village Cultural
Center since 2002. | am also part of the coordination

| dream of an education that pulses,
full of life in all its dimensions,

that not only teaches but blossoms,
that not only forms but frees hearts.

In my school, | desire firm roots,

so that its essence is seen and recognized,
that support comes, that financial aid arrives,
so it can grow as a seedbed.

Here, in the soil of the city | live in,

| long for courageous movements that embrace
plural education,

where the valorization of the teacheris not just
words,

but living justice in respect and dignity.

And in Brazil, may education shine,

not as a promise, but as a right,

may it be free, counter-colonial,

an open, dignified, and possible path for all.

CHOOLS
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Follow our story:

Website: schools2030.org
Twitter/X: @schools2030
LinkedIn: @schools2030
Facebook: @schools2030
Instagram: @_schools2030
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