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MIGRANT STORYTELLING 

CLASSES

Country: Kyrgyzstan

Target Age: 5 Years 

Learning Areas: Literacy | Communication | 

Relationship Building | Parental Engagement
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T H E  C O N T E X T

Kindergarten “Zhoogazyn-Murdash”

Murdash village is a remote, mountainous village in the Alay Valley, known 

for stunning views of the Alay and Trans-Alay mountains.

As with other rural areas in the country, young children often grow up with 
one or both parents working abroad. While families rely on migration for 

income, long-term separation has significant emotional and developmental 

consequences for children in early childhood. Most preschool-aged 

children are cared for by grandparents or other relatives who may have 

limited time, literacy skills, or capacity to support early learning.
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How might we reconnect young children with migrant 

parents through storytelling practices that strengthen 

learning and emotional wellbeing?

T H E  C H A L L E N G E

Teachers in Murdash Village recognised that children often arrived at kindergarten 
longing for connection and struggling with communication, attention, and confidence. 

This context created an urgent need for a simple, culturally grounded way to 

strengthen early literacy while restoring meaningful emotional ties between children 
and their distant parents.

Children with migrant parents faced several intersecting barriers:

• Weak emotional connection with distant parents, leading to a sense of absence, 
insecurity, and longing.

• Limited home-based literacy support, as relatives caring for them often lacked time 
or literacy experience.

• Lower motivation and attention during lessons, especially story-based activities 

that rely on interaction.
• Reduced confidence and communication skills, affecting both social development 

and readiness for primary school.

The central challenge was how to reconnect children with their parents in a way that 

also meaningfully supported early language and literacy development.



Schools2030  |  Assess, Innovate, Showcase

Teacher Gulbarak introduced the Migrant Parent Storytelling Classes — a 
simple, low-cost approach enabling parents working abroad to join preschool 

lessons via video call and read stories to the children. The initiative includes:

• Live storytelling sessions where migrant parents read aloud to their 

child’s class through video link.
• Interactive conversations after the story, allowing children to talk with 

their parents about characters, events, and emotions.

• Flexible scheduling to accommodate parents’ work shifts and time zones.

• A holistic focus, enriching vocabulary, listening skills, attention, and 

emotional connection simultaneously.

Even children whose parents could not join regularly benefitted from the 

shared experience, increased classroom enthusiasm, and improved group 

participation during story time.

MIGRANT STORYTELLING CLASSES

T H E  I N N O V A T I O N
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Stronger emotional bonds that 
encourage engagement in learning

The storytelling sessions produced clear, observable improvements:

• Stronger emotional bonds: several children became visibly more settled, 

happier, and proud when seeing and hearing their parents during story 

time.

• Improved motivation: children arrived at kindergarten with more 
enthusiasm, eager to take part in storytelling sessions.

• Enhanced early literacy: vocabulary grew, listening skills improved, and 

children showed better focus during reading activities.

• Positive classroom behaviour: teachers reported fewer conflicts, calmer 

group activities, and increased cooperation.
• Holistic child development: children showed greater confidence, 

improved communication, and a stronger sense of belonging.

What began as a simple storytelling idea has become a powerful bridge 

between families and the classroom, enriching both emotional wellbeing and 
early learning outcomes.

T H E  I M P A C T
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Follow our story:

Website: schools2030.org
Twitter/X: @schools2030
LinkedIn: @schools2030
Facebook: @schools2030
Instagram: @_schools2030


